Mary Alice Wallace
August 3, 1923 - April 5, 2019

Mary Alice Wallace departed this life on April 5th 2019 at the age of 95. She was preceded
in death by her husband of 51 years, Roberts Manning Wallace (Bobs). Mary Alice is
survived by her daughters Deborah Roberts of Virginia and Cynthia Gilbert of Arizona, her
granddaughters Kristin Ricci and Dana Ricci, her great grandchildren Luca, Stella and
Eva, as well as sister-in-law Lois Brittell of Maryland and nieces Nancy Powers, Catherine
Brittell and Barbara Brittell.
Mary Alice was born and raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the daughter of Sherman and
Myrtle Brittell. She had one brother, Brian, who preceded her in death.
Mary Alice had a happy childhood, enjoying her summers on the beaches of Lake
Michigan. After high school, she attended Beloit College in Illinois, during World War II,
and joined their chapter of Kappa Delta Sorority. As most of the male students had been
drafted, Beloit was virtually a women’s college without football and dances. There were no
washing machines on campus, so Mary Alice mailed her laundry home for her mother to
wash. Wisconsin was known as the dairy state, but butter was in short supply during the
war. Wisconsin stores were prohibited from selling oleo (margarine). Mary Alice was able
to purchase oleo in Illinois, and she would include it in her weekly package home.
During her college years, every summer her sorority sisters would have a reunion. Usually
the gathering was at the family farm of one of the Kappa Delta members, following the
annual harvest of the peas and corn. For the next 60 years, their reunion was called the
Peas and Corn reunion.
Following Mary Alice’s college graduation with a degree in psychology, she spent a
summer at Northwestern University training to be an auditor. Months later she was hired
by the firm of Price Waterhouse. She enjoyed the work, but the very long hours as an
auditor, and long commutes by several buses and streetcars left little time for socializing.
Eventually she had to surrender her position to servicemen returning at the end of World
War II. Mary Alice then moved to Chicago to work as a bookkeeper, and she shared an

apartment with classmates from Beloit. One evening one of her housemates was not at
home when the friend’s date, Bobs Wallace, arrived to pick her up. He then invited Mary
Alice to join him instead, and their romance began. They were married on July 3rd, 1947
at the home of Mary Alice’s parents in Milwaukee. The roommate never married.
In July 1948, daughter Deborah was born in Milwaukee. Bobs used his GI Bill from his 8
years in the Navy to study Geology. The family migrated to Tucson, where he attended
Arizona State University. Cynthia was born to them there in 1951.
Not long afterwards, Bobs was called back into the US Navy Reserves during the Korean
War. He was sent to Hawaii, where Mary Alice and the children joined him. Thus began a
life of travel and adventures for the Wallace family. The family relocated back to Arizona
where Bobs finished his PhD in Geology. The United States Geological Survey offered
Bobs a position, and the family settled in Colorado. The first assignment was at the top of
a plateau high in the Rocky Mountains, where the family lived for several months,
eventually moving into Grand Junction.
The next position offered to Bobs was for the US Aid program in Brazil where the family
remained for almost 8 years, in the cities of Belo Horizonte and Recife. Mary Alice joined
the staff at both American schools in those cities where she taught math at the 6th and 7th
grade levels. The family took advantage of opportunities to visit many locations in South
America including Iguacu Falls, Uruguay and Peru. Perhaps their favorite location was Rio
de Janeiro with its beautiful beaches and scenic hills.
When the assignments in Brazil were finished, the family returned to the Washington DC
area for several years. Their grown daughters left home and Bobs and Mary Alice
continued their adventures on their own. The USGS next assigned Bobs to Liberia, Africa,
for 2 years. Wallace was too difficult for some Liberians to pronounce, so Mary Alice took
on the nickname of “Madame Wollo”. Again, the Wallaces took the opportunity to travel
and explore their surroundings. They took several trips throughout Africa, including a
safari to a game park.
On their return to the USA, their next assignment was in Lexington, Kentucky. Mary Alice
was excited to be in a university city and attended the University of Kentucky to complete
a second degree in Social Work. After receiving her degree, she found work in Lexington
as a social worker.
In 1976 Bobs retired and the Wallaces moved to Dunedin, joining other family members
who lived in the area, including the Rev. Robert Reister, his wife Betsy (Bob’s cousin) and

their children, Rob and Kathy. Shortly after getting settled in Dunedin, Mary Alice joined
the staff of Mease Manor, as the Director of Social Work as well as the Activities Director.
Once retired, Mary Alice became very active in the Dunedin area. She was a member of
St. Alfred’s Episcopal Church in Palm Harbor where she served on the Vestry and
participated in the Stephen’s Ministry. She volunteered for the English as a Second
Language program in Dunedin, as well as donating her time weekly at the Dunedin
Library. In addition, she was an active Bridge player. One of her favorite activities was
being a member of a book club with an emphasis on mystery novels. Following the death
of Bobs in September of 2000, Mary Alice moved to Mease Manor where she lived for
more than 17 years.
Mary Alice will always be remembered for her intellect and witty sense of humor. She is
very much missed by we who loved her, but we know we will all join her again some day in
Heaven. This brings us great comfort in our grief.
A funeral service will be celebrated at St. Alfred’s Church in Palm Harbor on August 3,
2019 at 11:00.
In lieu of flowers, kindly send donations to Hospice Services.
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