John M. Smith
April 14, 1941 - March 28, 2022

John M. Smith, peacefully passed on March 28, 2022 in Dunedin, FL. He was born on
April 1 4, 1941, in Tunnelton, Indiana, the son of John Russell Smith and Mabel Beasley.
John was born and raised on the family’s farm and was no stranger to hard work and its
rewards.
His career was in national sales and marketing. With his last job he assisted with the initial
public stock offering at the New York Stock Exchange. This was his proudest moment of
his career. He retired in November 2008.
After retirement, John could be found reading, gardening, collecting antiques and
engaging in household projects. His two prized collections included arrowheads he found
as a child in the fields of Indiana and his extensive cast iron collection. John was also
known to keep fresh vegetables on hand from the garden for family dinners, especially
radishes. He was also a skilled craftsman who could be found working in his garage on
any number of household improvement projects. From building a kitty condo to the full
construction of Bear Crossing. Sarah Ellen’s playhouse/picnic table with a fort on top and
a winding tube slide.
Surviving family is his wife Margaret Smith, his daughters, Kim Walden, Thomasville, GA
and granddaughter, Jules NeSmith, Gainesville FL, Anne Smith, her husband, Herb
Hoehn and grandchildren, Eadlin and Vaughn, Plano, TX, Sarah Ellen Smith of San
Francisco, CA, Tiffany Wind, and granddaughters Leah and Avery of Palm Harbor, FL,
and Courtney Keeter and grandsons, Bryson, Liam and Landon Keeter of Holiday, FL; in
addition to countless other loving family members and friends. He was predeceased by his
parents and sisters, Ellen Haws and Dorothy Walton, brother Burrell Smith, and nephew
John Kennedy Smith.
Celebration of John’s life will be held at 7pm EST on Thursday, April 14, 2022 over Zoom.
Please email margaretacsmith@gmail.com for link to join. Those who wish to remember
John in a special way may add a post through Curlew Hills Memory Gardens of Palm
Harbor, FL.
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We have many fond memories of John, too numerous to mention. We have been
his next door neighbors for over twenty-two years. Our children grew up together.
We often enjoyed his stories and wisdom of growing up on a farm in Indiana. Also
about his father who was an accomplished violinist. John wore many hats, his
favorite of which, was that of being Sarah's father. I've never seen a Father love a
daughter more.
Fondly,
The Marshall Family
Dawn Marshall - April 12 at 02:19 PM
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John and Margaret became my dear friends over the years I taught Sarah piano and
voice.
II looked forward to Monday nights as my week s highlight.
After Sarah s lesson we swam, ate a delicious dinner and talked about everything the
last week had revealed.
John would often read his favorite poems. We celebrated all the holidays and toasted
life. He was kind and more generous than anyone could be.
I will miss his cheerful take on life.
I feel grateful for them bringing me in to their family!
Linda Copperfield Ginn - April 14 at 06:33 PM
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My favorite memory of John was sitting across from him at his dining room table
and just picking his brain. He knew a lot about a lot and would love to tell stories. I
spent a lot of time at his house because his step daughter, Courtney, was my best
friend in high school. He loved food, especially radishes, and being with family.
John you will be missed by me as well as so many other. Fly High!
Shelby Gilbert - April 08 at 07:53 PM
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Our fondest memory of John was on a visit to their home when he took us on a
tour of all his prized antiques in the house. And boy did he have the antiques. We
send our love to the entire family and are so thankful for their friendship.
Roy and Marion Krege - April 08 at 07:42 AM
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Dearest dad,
I love you and I miss you more than ever. You taught me big words and hobbies I
am still very proud of. Because of your encouragement as I grew up I know that I
am beautiful, intelligent and strong. After all I am a Smith and according to you we
were made perfect. You wrote me a book called Dearest Sarah with stories of our
fun times together. I’m reading it now and am so happy you did, you are still
telling me stories even after you are gone.
I love you daddy and hope to see you again one day.

Sarah Ellen Smith - April 07 at 02:52 PM
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My husband and I own an Antique shop in Dunedin Fl. John was not only a good
customer. He was a good friend. He always came by to check on us. When Marty
had his open heart surgery two years ago, he came to me and said if I needed
anything to let him know. He said don’t know what I could do, but let me know.
When Marty came home from the hospital was theceeek when they closed just
about everything in Fl. Including our shop. He called us at home. That is a friend.
I got to know Kevin m and Sarah. Kim is one special lady. I watched Sarah grow
up and go off to school. We will miss his visits. Marty and Pat Pehl. Ozona
Antiques.
Marty and Pat Oehl - March 31 at 09:45 PM
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1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kim Walden - March 31 at 03:55 PM

