Gary L. Stotts
August 30, 1939 - April 11, 2020

Gary Lee Stotts
Born August 30, 1939
Died April 11, 2020
Born steady and dependable in 1939, Gary Stotts lived his early life in Emporia, Kansas,
where his parents were in the small grocery business. He earned a BS and MBA from
Emporia State University where he was member of the college baseball team, playing
outfield, and Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. He served in the US Army 1962 to 1964 in
Heidelberg, Germany. He became Emporia City Treasurer in 1966, and then worked for
over 20 years in Kansas state government, holding various positions in the Budget
Division, and as Acting Director of the Budget. He was appointed cabinet level Secretary
of Transportation and Secretary of Corrections. He served the State of Kansas under the
administrations of six Governors. His logical, keen-edged management style and vast
experience in state government is illustrated by Governor Joan Finney, as quoted in the
Topeka Capital-Journal, “He knows more about state government… than anyone I have
ever known.” After his retirement from state government he was called back to serve as
Director of the Hospital Closure Commission and to lead the effort to update the State
Employee Pay Plan.
He was a member of Emporia First Congregational Church and two Congregational
United Church of Christ churches in Topeka Kansas. He is preceded in death by his
parents, Lyle E. and Ellen M. Kyle Stotts and brother Dennis Stotts all of Emporia. He was
a World War II buff and avid sports fan. He was a devoted jogger for 40 years, jogging on
the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf beaches and nearly everywhere in between.
He married Joyce Ann Hilliard in 1968. Their lifelong love affair was best illustrated as the
Stottses celebrated their 34th anniversary, picking out exactly the same anniversary card
to give each other from the hundreds in the stores. They recycled these two cards many
years until their 51th anniversary in 2019. Their daughter, Heather Renee Stotts Anderson
was born in 1971 in Emporia. After being snowbirds for several years, Gary and Joyce

settled in Clearwater, FL to be near Heather, where they lived off and on for 20 years. He
leaves his wife Joyce and daughter Heather and treasured family: son-in-law Todd
Anderson and grandson Tide Anderson, sister Rella Stotts Bowman (David), sister-in-law
Barbara Stotts, and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
Gary loved travelling. Ultimately he traveled to all 50 states, Canada and Mexico. His sixword description is: He travelled each and every highway. He has the marked-up atlas to
prove it!
A private graveside service will be at Curlew Hills Memorial Gardens, Palm Harbor, FL.
Memorial contributions may be made to Emporia State University “Baseball Winning Edge
Fund” marked as a memorial to Gary L. Stotts. Send in care of the ESU Foundation at
1500 Highland St., Emporia, Kansas 66801, or contribute online at
http://hornetnation.emporia.edu Select Give Now and enter the Fund name, siting the
above details. This fund is able to impact the lives of 40 young men every year. The team
motto is “Small Part of Something Big” celebrating the long history of Emporia State
baseball. Gary’s memorial lets contributors share in being a Small Part of Something Big.

Cemetery
Curlew Hills Memory Gardens
1750 Curlew Road
Palm Harbor, FL, 34683

Comments

“

Joyce,
So sorry for the loss of your very precious husband and best friend, Gary. What
stands out most in my memory is his absolute love, respect, and devotion for you in
all your endeavors. All the times that you helped me get through some very difficult
times, Gary was always so kind and understanding.
In condo matters, we could always count on him to be calm and steady in his
assessments of situations.
I loved his commitment to exercise and nutrition as you both practiced this together -let us not forget your special healthy treats that you made for him that you and I
loved and I am sure anybody would love!!
Mostly, I will miss you and Gary as a couple because you both really represented
what lasting love, respect, and friendship should be.
I know you are a very strong person and you will be okay , but I just wish you could
have been side-by-side a lot longer.
Everyone will miss Gary for all that he was, and you will be in my thoughts now and
always .
Love,
Sara (Blumberg)

Sara Blumberg - April 30 at 02:55 PM

“

Thank you Sara for these lovely words. Thank you for your friendship and caring over the
years. Love, Joyce
Joyce - May 26 at 12:43 PM

“

Joyce and Heather:
The legend and life meet with Gary Stotts.
It was my (and Clark's) absolute pleasure to have worked alongside and for Gary in
the Division of Budget. He was a true public administrator working for the public good
in an ethical and no nonsense manner. He led by example. Gary possessed a unique
capability to see the larger picture and demonstrated strong creative abilities to solve
problems and governor's placed their trust in him.
Clark and I have shared with our kids how absolutely fortunate we were to able to
work in the Budget Division with such an outstanding group of budgeteers. It was the
best work experience of my career made so enjoyable by fellow staff like Gary.
It was also a pleasure to meet and know you Joyce and to watch Heather grow up.
Our thoughts are with you.
Susan and Clark Duffy

Susan Duffy - April 27 at 05:08 PM

“

Susan and Clark, Thank you both for this testament to Gary's life and values. He might not
have said it to you, but he often talked about you and his appreciation for your hard work
and dedication to the very important work you all did in those days together. We cherish
your words and taking the time to share them. Joyce
Joyce - May 26 at 12:49 PM

“

Joyce, I was saddened to learn of Gary's passing, and as Jan and Dennis have
already said, I learned a lot from him during our time together at Corrections. Most of
all, he prepared me to work with the legislature and understand the gamesmanship
involved. It was not always easy working with/for him, but it was an experience I
would not have wanted to miss. I have enjoyed reading some of the notes listed here
and trying to imagine Gary in those roles (baseball player, driving a muscle car). I
remember parking next to his faded stripped down red no-nonsense pickup truck in
the state parking lot. Clearly Gary had some "flash" under the surface that he kept
well hidden in his public servant role. Some of us frequently speculated how he
managed to win your heart. Now we know. I am sorry for your loss.
Roger Werholtz

Roger Werholtz - April 25 at 03:57 PM

“

Roger, Thank you for sharing this remembrance of Gary. He did have a wonderful "nonpublic servant" side. You know he bought that red pick-up for me and then drove it
especially in bad weather since it wasn't really safe in the snow and ice. He was always
thinking of me and put me first in his life. He had my heart from our first date and always
will have it. Thank you for bringing back this memory. Joyce
Joyce - May 26 at 01:00 PM

“

Gary and I worked together during the Finney administration. He was wise, funny,
and most of all a very good problem solver. We shared some successes, and
frustations and became pretty good friends. He always had such good things to say
about his family and it was evident he loved both Joyce and Heather dearly. I was so
sorry to read about his passing and wanted to reach out to let you know how much I
thought of Gary. My deepest sympathy to his family.

Susan Seltsam - April 21 at 10:37 AM

“

Thank you Susan. He always thought a lot of you and talked about those successes and
frustrations. We miss him more than we can say, and appreciate your warm
remembrances. Joyce
Joyce - April 22 at 04:41 PM

“

I got to know Gary during his time with the Emporia City management team. He had
an extremely dry sense of humor from my memory and the picture chosen for the
Emporia Gazette was the one I would have seen on a daily basis because I didn't
see a smile as much as I did a sort of a wry grin like he knew more than you did and
it was waiting to get you with it. lol. I work for kvoe is there news director and my
appointment with Gary was briefed as he left Emporia to go to Topeka for State
service for the rest of his career. However, I can tell you Emporia City Manager Virgil
Basgall had him well prepared for State service and of course we know what a great
job he did in Topeka. My thoughts and prayers are with you because I know you will
miss him.

Roger Hartsook - April 20 at 01:00 PM

“

It's so wonderful to read all of your messages.Thank you. <3
I just wanted to share a quick memory. As insignificant as it may sound, I vividly
remember lunches with Mom & Dad in his office at the Capitol building in KS.
Cheddar chunk slices with mayo on Mom's baked bread. SO GOOD. I would sit in
his window sill ( he had huge windows) and we would all eat our sandwiches and
chat about the days happenings.

Heather Anderson - April 20 at 08:50 AM

“

He so loved seeing you and wanted you to come every day. This memory is in my heart
forever. Love, Mom
Joyce - April 22 at 04:47 PM

“

I was a city manager intern for Virgil Basgall and spent many hours discussing budgets,
policy and why Virgil did what he did.I was saddened when I saw the obituary as it
reminded me of a simpler time and one that I look back fondly on. Those talks with Gary
often made my day. Bill Ramsey
William Ramsey - May 17 at 07:41 PM

“

Heather Anderson lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Heather Anderson - April 20 at 08:40 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

David Bowman - April 19 at 10:10 AM

“

“

What a terrific looking bunch. This room was so filled with love.
Joyce - April 22 at 04:48 PM

Norma Morris sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Norma Morris - April 17 at 11:44 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Norma Morris - April 17 at 11:36 AM

“

Bill & Donna lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Bill & Donna - April 17 at 06:05 AM

“

Rella-Bowman lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Rella-Bowman - April 16 at 08:02 PM

“

Jere And Michael lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Jere and Michael - April 16 at 03:57 PM

“

Sending prayers and hugs. Remembering Gary’s humor, laughter and the joy he
brought us all

Larry and Nan - April 16 at 02:37 PM

“

Larry And Nan sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Larry and Nan - April 16 at 02:35 PM

“

I shared this yesterday, but it doesn't look like it went through successfully - so will try
to duplicate the ideas.
The first time I met Gary, I was a senior in high school and he came to K.C. to visit
Joyce. I thought he was terribly cute, sophisticated, intelligent, and business like...the
3-piece suit helped with that! The cool muscle car he was driving didn't hurt either! In
fact, I still think those things when I think of Gary today (minus the 3-piece suit and
cool muscle car of course)!!!! I think I can safely say that I always viewed Gary as a
rock - stable and strong - someone you could count on - no matter the situation.
I will always be grateful for the life he provided for his family and that he was always
there to counsel, advise, and help our mother until her death in 2016. I'm so glad to
have my brother (in-law) and the hole he leaves in our family is a big one...but he will
live on in our hearts and memories.
Norma (Hilliard) Morris, Dallas, TX

Norma - April 16 at 12:28 PM

“

Joyce & Heather - How I wish we were there with you today, sharing in hugs and
tears. I'm so thankful you have each other to comfort during this strange social
distancing time. I love you both very much and have you in my heart today. Uncle
Gary was a very special man. I remember his quick wit - I was always laughing when
he was around! I was (and am) inspired by his commitment to fitness and his USA
travel experiences. What incredible adventures he must have had! I am so looking
forward to getting together as a family so we can take the proper time to celebrate
his life.
I am praying that you both feel the tangible peace of God in your heart and mind
today, and that His love surrounds you as a shield.
With love,
Lily & Thomas

Lily - April 16 at 12:26 PM

“

Gary was both a mentor and friend over the many years we worked together in the
Budget Division and Department of Corrections. To some, he was a forbidding figure
and it's true that he could be gruff and demanding. But to me, that was a veneer and
not one difficult to deal with or accept. No matter how much or how many times I
might try his patience, I always knew that he respected my abilities and willingness to
give him the best effort I could (most of the time, anyway). Of all the people I worked
for, none were more supportive of my career than Gary.
Thinking back, it's hard to decide on a single story to share because there were so
many. One does come to mind, however. One afternoon at KDOC, I had a message
to call a reporter working on an article about the department. It wasn't a hugely
controversial issue, but it did involve the failure of the department to get a statutorilyrequired approval from a legislative committee before taking a certain action. Before
returning the reporter's call, I asked Gary if he had any guidance on how to respond.
His answer was very brief. The gist of it was that, in his experience, the best thing is
to simply tell the truth of the matter. Of course. In this and so many other things, he
was a very principled person. I consider myself fortunate to have known him.
My most sincere condolences to you, Joyce and Heather, and to the other members
of your family.
Jan Johnson

Jan Johnson - April 16 at 12:13 PM

“

Remembering the laughter and joy Gary brought to all of us

Larry and Nan - April 16 at 12:08 PM

“

Lily sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Lily - April 16 at 12:07 PM

“

Norma lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Norma - April 16 at 12:00 PM

“

Norma sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Norma - April 16 at 11:54 AM

“

Gary, I will never forget how you always supported Joyce and the many miles of
traveling you did together. The gypsy mobile!
You always stood by patiently while Joyce would be working and encourage her. You
would just smile when Joyce and I would be giggling during one of our goofy
brainstorms.
I’m thankful I knew you! I know you will continue to watch over Joyce, Heather and
family. Rest In Peace.

Tammi Watts - April 16 at 11:04 AM

“

Joyce Stotts lit a candle in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Joyce Stotts - April 16 at 09:29 AM

“

Joyce Stotts sent a virtual gift in memory of Gary L. Stotts

Joyce Stotts - April 16 at 09:28 AM

“

Dear Joyce, Heather, and Family Jane and I were so sad to hear of Gary's passing. My 16 years of working with Gary
in the Division of the Budget and the Department of Corrections were some of my
best years, and Gary was the perfect example of what a true public servant should
be. Also the times we spent together as families were special. Gary was a great
person and most of all a valued and trusted friend. He will be missed.
Dennis Williams

Dennis Williams - April 16 at 08:28 AM

“

Hi Joyce: We offer our condolence to you and Heather for your loss. I remember
working with Gary between 1978 to 1983 in the Budget Division. My office was next
to his and I always remember him asking tough budgetary questions to the
Department of Revenue employees who came in to discuss their budget. He was
tough, very professional, and always put the fear on them with his tough questions as
i snickered listening to them giving dodging answers from my Office. I am sure while I
enjoyed their dancing answers as Gary sought the truth, it was very uncomfortable
for them. He was very professional, tough, but fair as he sought the truth. I was not
surprised when he became the Secretary of Corrections and took Dennis with him to
be his budget officer. LOL I knew the state of Kansas correctional system was in
good hands. Take care, stay safe, and please keep in touch - Dennis and Jane still
go out to dinner us. We will keep you in our prayers and please accept our
sympathies. Mokhtee and Julie

Mokhtee Ahmad - April 15 at 09:07 PM

“

Thank you for this uplifting note. I would love to get in on one of those dinners with Dennis
and Jane. I fondly remember the evenings we spent at your house playing the Dictionary
Game. We miss Gary more than we can say, but feel gratitude for your lovely
remembrance. Joyce and Heather and Family
Joyce - May 31 at 11:45 AM

“

It was a pleasure to know Mr. Gary.
He was such an interesting and extremely smart man. I was not surprised to read the
quote about him knowing more about state government than anyone else!
His face lit up when he talked about his farm and his family.
Sending my sincere sympathies to Miss Joyce, Heather, Todd, and all of Gary's loved
ones.
I'll be there with the family in spirit tomorrow.
Much Love,
Sandy Harper
Celebration, Florida

Sandy Harper - April 15 at 08:51 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

Curlew Hills Memory Gardens - April 14 at 04:24 PM

