Dean J. Spath
June 22, 1940 - October 1, 2018

Dean Spath, 78
On October 1, Dean lost a long hard fought battle with cancer, it finally won but not without
his family by his side and at home as he wished. He was respected, he was cherished, but
most of all he was loved by his family.
Dean was born in Erie, PA on June 22, 1940. He graduated from Strong Vincent High
School, attended Gannon College and was in the Marine Corp Reserves from Feb. 1962 Feb. 1968. He was instrumental in the establishment of Portion Products with his father,
Gilbert, in Erie, PA. In 1965, he met and married his wife, Barbara (Ayers). In 1970 he left
Portion Products and started "Deans Frosted Foods". In 1974 he bought Portion Products
which he sold later in 1979 and moved to Florida. Dean and Barbara were avid boaters
which is coincidentally where they had their first date. They also loved snow mobiles and
motorcycles while they were in Erie. Before moving to Florida they bought an RV which
they enjoyed for many years.
Dean became a Sales Rep for Pinellas Seafood (a division of Red Lobster, owned by
General Mills) and Felicione Seafood where he sold Publix seafood for years after moving
and living in Florida. He also continued his love of boating.
One of his greatest sources of pride was his grandson, Zach. Growing up, Zach spent
most everyday after school with his grandparents. This gave Zach a man to look up to and
respect as well as give Dean a sense of comfort, pride and joy being actively involved in
Zach's life. Dean attended every single Swim meet, Band performance, Marching Band
competition Zach had, whether he was feeling sick or not. That was his "Peanut" and he
was not going to let him down.
After he retired, he and Barb discovered Cruising which they enjoyed up until 3 weeks
before his death. They traveled almost the entire Caribbean a few times over, often on
their own, with family, friends or with best friends Al and Wendy Spagnuolo. His was a life

well lived. He was revered and respected by many, always finding humor in any situation
all the way up to his passing.
Dean was preceded in his passing by his parents, Gilbert and Dorothy Spath; and his
sister, Marilyn Weber.
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Barbara; his only son, Gregory; "daughter"-in-law,
Marcianne; and his only grandson, Zachary. His family was a great source of pride for him.
He is also survived by his nephew, Jeffrey Rung and wife, Zadel; nephew, Alan Ayers and
wife, June; niece, Ann Ayers; nephew, John Thomas and wife, Colleen; niece, Leslie
Sikon and husband, Tim; and niece, Jenny Steiner and husband, Marc. He is also
survived by four great nephews and nieces and seven great-great nieces and nephews.
Memorial services will be held on March 16, 2019 at Curlew Hills Funeral Home. The
gathering will be at 11:00 a.m., service at noon, and placement immediately following the
service.
A Celebration of Life at the residence will immediately follow.

Comments

“

Dad,
Not a day goes by that I don't think about you, The times that we shared, The advice
that you gave to me throughout my life. The family that you surrounded and
protected with every fiber of your being. Our lives are forever changed without you in
it. I think about you every single morning and night on my drives to and from work as
those were the times most frequent that I would call and talk to you. Your name still
in my phone that I cannot delete. Your voice that I hear in my head with all of my
movements now. My fears are alive now that you are not here. My confidence is
embattled without your fatherly wisdom. Sounds silly I know. You are so far from me
yet so close in my heart. The physical being is what we take for granted in life and
yet now more than ever I am in sorrow now with you gone. It will pass someday.
Soon ? Who knows. What I do know is the man you made me to be and I am proud
to be your son. I am proud to be the protector now. So many words to say every day
to you...yet not enough ways to put them.
I LOVE YOU DAD. I MISS YOU TERRIBLY.

Greg Spath - November 29 at 04:43 PM

“

Wendy and I will always cherish the memories and laughter we have had over the
years. From the time we spent together while we lived in Pinellas Park to the cruises
we took together. My buddy will be missed!
Al & Wendy

Al Spagnuolo - October 09 at 02:14 PM

“

Love you, Sal & Rod purchased the Godiva Dark Chocolate Truffles Gift Box (24 pc)
for the family of Dean J. Spath.

Love you, Sal & Rod - October 08 at 03:43 PM

“

Barb, Greg, Marcianne and Zachery,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time, may God give you peace
as you reflect on your wonderful memories,

Love
Gail & Don McBride

Gail McBride - October 08 at 11:04 AM

