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It is an honor to announce to have recently 
received the Business of the Year award 
from the Upper Tampa By Chamber of 
Commerce.   This prestigious award is 
presented to a company in recognition 
of its exceptional business practices and 
community involvement.  The award was 
presented to us earlier this month.

Chamber Director, Jerry Custin comments, 
“If I had only two words to describe the 
Curlew Hills Memory Gardens business 
model they would be dignity and respect.  
They fully understand the dignity of life 
and the respect that is needed to honor 
that dignity.  You experience this difference 
from the first telephone call to seeing the meticulous detail of their beautiful gardens and all points in between.  This 
philosophy is extended to the community with their Memorial Day, Veterans Day and 9/11 ceremonies where they celebrate 
the dignity of the freedoms we enjoy as Americans and those who serve, have served and have given their live in service 
with great respect and honor.”    Thank you very much Jerry!

Check Out Our New Website
We are proud to announce the launch of our new website. We believe the 
upgraded graphics and technology makes our site user friendly and easy to 
navigate.  The new site has improved features and graphics to make your 
obituary wishes even more personal.  Sending your condolences to a family 
through the website is a way to not only reach out to the family, but also 
share your thoughts with other readers. Best of all, the obituaries and 
comments remain archived on our website forevermore.  

Another great way to use our new website is for its grief and healing 
resources.  You can sign up to receive daily affirmations or read through 
the many informative articles by renowned grief specialist Dr. Alan Wolfelt.  
Check out our new website at CurlewHills.com and let us know what you think. 
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A Note From Our President

In our front page article we announced the 

launching of our new website. We outlined some 

of the many benefits to our new site which we 

believe are going to help families efficiently get 

the information they need. Technology is quickly 

changing all our lives and the ways we communicate 

with one another.

Even in a business as personal as ours, we recognize 

that the use of the internet improves our 

communication by streamlining information and 

making it accessible to people when they need it. 

We are very proud of these advancements because 

we believe they are great resources for the families

we serve. However, what we will always be most

proud of at Curlew Hills is the personalized 

service we provide.

We don’t run our business strictly by the numbers

like large corporations do. Our business has been

part of this community for over three decades

because people trust that we will treat them with

dignity and kindness when they need it most. And

this will always be the source of our greatest pride.

As always please feel free to contact us with your 

questions.

Keenan Knopke
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Memorial Service

We are busy planning our 7th annual 9/11 Memorial 
Service for 2018. It will be here before we know it! Our
Master of Ceremonies this year will be Mark Wilson of 
FOX Channel 13 Tampa Bay. As you may recall, Mark’s
father John Wilson was our Master of Ceremony at our 
2016 ceremony. We are thrilled that now his son Mark
will join us this year.

We are also proud to announce that we have selected a 
Keynote Speaker for this year’s ceremony as well, Joyce
Ng. On 9/11, Joyce was inside the World Trade Center 
when it was attacked. She was trapped temporarily
inside 3 World Trade Center when Flight 11 crashed into 
the North Tower and her building caught on fire. Since 
that day, Joyce has founded a non-profit charity that helps 
survivors and families of 9/11 and published a book that 
preserves the voices of the people who escaped from 3 
World Trade Center entitled “Hotel 9/11”, which was 
designated a National Artifact in the National September 
11 Memorial & Museum.

We look forward to having Mark and Joyce join us for 
our 9/11 Memorial Service this year. Please mark your 
calendars to join us too!



Our 30th annual Memorial Day Service was very special.  
We had two excellent guest speakers.  The first was William 
G. Cona, who has long been a friend to Curlew Hills.  Mr. Cona 
is the Commandant of the Marine Corps League Department 
of Florida. William has spent his life dedicated to the Marine 
Corps.  He is a Lifetime Member of the Marine Corps League 
and spent over 30 years serving the organization.  

Our second guest speaker was Captain Rick Haupt.  Capt. 
Rick Haupt is the Director of Communication, U.S. Central 
Command, Communication Integration Directorate, MacDill 
Air Force Base, FL. Capt. Haupt’s career includes 10 years 
joint, six years overseas and five years of sea duty, including 
multiple deployments afloat and ashore through every 
geographical combatant command’s area of responsibility.

Live patriotic music was once again provided by the Palm 
Harbor United Methodist Church choir.  Their amazing musical 
talent delighted the 400+ people in attendance, as always! 
 
Please visit the Events page of our website to watch the video 
from this great event.

ServiceMEMORIAL DAY

We are very proud to announce that this quarter’s Curlew Cares Award 
recipient was Jeannie Shapiro. 

Jeannie is the Executive Director at the Clearwater Free Clinic. She has 
dedicated her life to helping low income uninsured residents receive quality 
medical care and has been the guiding light of the amazing accomplishments 
of the Clearwater Free Clinic for more than 20 years.  Her passion and 
devotion to helping others is truly inspiring.  

It was a pleasure to surprise Jeanie with her Curlew Cares Award at the 
Clearwater Free Clinic in June.

Curlew Hills Awards Jeannie Shapiro 
                              the Curlew Cares Award



50% Off Any Funeral Service
With A Cemetery Property Purchase

 727.789.2000 • CurlewHills.com

Our beautiful, newly renovated chapel features 
a state-of-the-art sound system, multiple televisions 
and designer accents.  

•  Funeral Home Recently Remodeled
•  Café-Style Coffee Lounge
• Gathering Room for Food & Refreshments
• Large Lobby with Working Fireplace 

New purchases only. Expires 1/31/18.    

Our 11th Annual 
K-9 Memorial Service

It was our pleasure to honor some of the area’s most dedicated 
law enforcement employees…its K-9 service dogs at our 11th 
annual K-9 Memorial Service this Spring. K-9 service dogs and 
their handlers from many area police and sheriff’s departments 
were in attendance at the service including the Clearwater Police 
Department and the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office. At this year’s 
memorial, one new dog was memorialized as well as the nearly 
60 dogs that are currently interred at the Memory Gardens. 

To nominate someone for the Curlew Cares 
Award, please give us in 500 words or less 
the reasons why you believe an individual 
should be recognized.

Email your nomination to mary@cmsa.com

Do you know someone who really 
cares about our community?


