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George Bush, America’s 41st President 
passed away last month.  With his passing, 
we collectively grieved and viewed the 
funeral services held on television.  We 
watched as President Bush’s family, 
including his dog Sully, gathered together 
to celebrate the life and legacy of the late 
leader.  

In today’s busy society, all too often people 
choose not to hold a ceremony after some-
one has died.  But holding some type of 
ceremony is so important. Whether it’s a 
small gathering with close family or a large 
service with friends, a memorial service brings people together to say good-bye and to honor the person who has passed.  
Remember, the service is for the people who are left behind – to bring them together to express grief and to share 
memories. 

You certainly don’t have to be the President of the United States for a meaningful memorial service.  From large chapel 
gatherings to intimate get-togethers, we’ll help you plan a personalized remembrance that best suits your taste and 
budget. Our options available to you for a service are virtually limitless.

The Importance of Ceremony

Greek Chapel Dedication
We held a beautiful dedication ceremony for our Saint 
Demetrios Greek Chapel this fall. Our special guest 
speakers included Congressman Gus Bilirakis, Clearwater 
Mayor George Cretekos, Father James Rousakis and Father 
James Paris. The prestigious new chapel is made from more 
than 30 tons of American granite and is the crowning jewel 
of the new section of our Greek cemetery, which opened 
earlier this year.  This holy chapel also features exquisite 
hand-made religious mosaic icons. For a private tour of the 
chapel and the new section of our Hellenic cemetery, please 
call our office.
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A Note From Our President

It’s hard to believe another year has passed. 2018 

certainly went by very quickly. As you can see in 

this newsletter, we had many great community 

events last year. Being a positive part of our 

community is something that we take great pride 

in and wholeheartedly believe in. 

We were proud to have received the Business of the 

Year award from the Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of 

Commerce. This prestigious regional award was 

presented in recognition of our exceptional 

business practices and community involvement.  

It is an honor to say that in the last five years, we 

have been named Business of the Year by the Palm 

Harbor, Clearwater, Dunedin, Safety Harbor and 

Upper Tampa Bay Chambers of Commerce. That 

is an achievement we are extremely proud of. 

And it says to me that the members of our team 

share the common vision to go beyond what is 

expected of them, not only by the families they 

serve but by the community as a whole. Now, 

that is something to really be proud of.

Keenan Knopke
By Alan D. Wolfelt, Ph.D.

Holidays are often difficult for anyone who has lost 
someone they loved. Rather than being times of family 
togetherness, sharing and thanksgiving, holidays can 
bring feelings of sadness, loss and emptiness. Below are 
excerpts from an article written by grief expert Dr. Alan 
Wolfelt. To read this full article or other articles by 
Dr. Wolfelt, please visit our website – CurlewHills.com.

Talk About Your Grief
Ignoring your grief won’t make the pain go away and 
talking about it openly often makes you feel better. Find 
caring friends and relatives who will listen without 
judging you. 

Be Tolerant of Your Limits
Feelings of loss will probably leave you fatigued. Lower 
your own expectations about being at your peak during 
the holiday season. 

Be With Supportive, Comforting People
Identify those friends and relatives who understand that 
the holiday season can increase your sense of loss and 
who will allow you to talk openly about your feelings. 

Talk About the Person Who Has Died
If you are able to talk candidly, other people are more 
likely to recognize your need to remember that special 
person who was an important part of your life. 

Plan Ahead for Family Gatherings
Decide which family traditions you want to continue 
and which new ones you would like to begin. Structure 
your holiday time. This will help you anticipate activities, 
rather than just reacting to whatever happens.

During the Holidays

Healing



We had a busy year of free community events in 
2018 at Curlew Hills. Here’s an overview of some of 
the wonderful events we have had. Thank you to all 
who attended! We hope you enjoyed them as much 
as we did.

Our 2018 Events

9/11 Memorial Event Dr. Alan Wolfelt Seminars

Veterans Day Service Scouts Placing Flags

K-9 Service Dogs 
Memorial Event

Memorial Day Service



Wreaths Across America

Mark 
Your 

Calendar

All our events are 
free and open for 

all to attend. 

K-9 Memorial Service
Tuesday, March 5

Memorial Day
Monday, May 27

September 11 Memorial Service
Wednesday, September 11

Dr. Wolfelt Seminars
Thursday, October 17 & Friday, October 18

Veterans Day Service
Monday, November 11

Candlelight Service of Remembrance
Wednesday, December 11

2019


